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THE author’s principal motives for laying 
the following pages before the public is, to 
shew the importance of the Canadas, in order 
to draw attention to their present perilous 
situation, with a view to adequate measures 
being taken for their defence ; and to point out 
the errors by which the interests both of the 
British ship-owners and North- American colo- 
nists have been sacrificed to the Americans, 

Ji |^ n nt' 'i ^ , f liii* ST *lr 

that the like mistakes may be guarded against, 
in any negotiations with the American govern- 
ment. 

' * t **«• till !)ii* $rcn ' •* '' din ” 

From several years residence in these colo- 
nies, and his experience in their commercial 
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concerns, and from the information he has 
collected from various channels, but particular- 
ly the materials he had collected for a Statis- 
tical Account of Canada, which he has nearly 
ready for publication, he flatters himself he 
has been enabled to communicate some very 
useful information respecting their improveable 
resources. 

For much information which the author 
has received, he has particularly to ac- 
knowledge his obligations to Nathaniel At- 
cheson, Esq. Secretary to the Committee of 
Ship-owners for the Port of London, by whom 
he has been favoured with some very important 
documents respecting the trade of our North- 
American possessions. 

However sensible he is that what he now 
submits to the public falls short of what the 
subjects treated of are deserving, the; author 
flatters himself that the facts he has stated, from 
a variety of authentic documents, together with 
his own observations, will shew the importance 
of those colonies beyond any thing that has 
hitherto appeared before the public. j.- >,v ' 
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ALTHOUGH the author has drawn up the 

following facts and observations with a view, at 
this critical moment , to advocate the cause of 
British North America and British’ ship-owners, 
whose interests and prosperity are inseparable, 
lie is nevertheless sensible of his inadequacy to 
perform the undertaking in a manner suitable 
either to the importance of the subject or the 
deserving of his transatlantic fellow subjects .< 
From several years residence in the Canadas he 
had an opportunity of duly appreciating the vast 
and impraveable resources of those colonies ; im- 
pressed with xvhich, and a warm regard and 
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attachment to the interests of their loyal inhabi- 
tants, he has been induced, however insufficient 
his abilities, to endeavour to draw attention to 
these important provinces ; and, in the course 
of this work, the capabilities and interests of 
all the British North- American colonies, as con- 
nected with the interests of the British ship- 
mners, are particularly brought into view. 
The sacrifices heretcfore made to the Ameri- 
cans, and the prospect of immediate negotia- 
tion between the British and American go- 
vernments, appear to him to render the present 
a period peculiarly fitted for discussing the inte- 
rests of both ; and, he flatters himself that this 
statement may not be altogether unproductive of 
advantage to their cause. To further this 
object, he ventures to suggest, that the British 
ship-owners and North- American colonists should 
come forward and lay before the British parlia- 
ment a JuLl developement of the resources of 
those settlements, that their important interests 
may be duly appreciated and protected in any fu- 
ture negotiations or commercial arrangements 
with the United States. 
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Sir, 

PARTICIPATING in the general esteem 
in which your unremitting attention to the in- 
terests of the commerce of this country, par- 
ticularly of the British shipping, is held by all 
commercial men, I have presumed to offer the 
following pages to your notice, trusting that 
the importance of the topics, which constitute 
the subjects of inquiry, and the observations 
they contain, will be accepted as a satisfactory 
apology, ft is almost superfluous to add, that 
the value, the danger, and the neglected state 
of our North-American colonies, at the pre- 
sent juncture, are matters, of the deepest interest 
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to the British nation, and call most urgently 
for the protection which your estimation and 
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ability enable you to afford. 

From the facts stated, it is obvious, that, 

BoinoFe i norm/ « tmgqoiq gar* iii>uj 

of all our colonies, those in North America 
are by far the most valuable lo^Cjjgpirj ; 
and, it is equally notorious, that, in the most 

imminent danger, they have been left com- 

stionue f Jxm ;ebnJn) 

paratively unprotected. Neither the matchless 

/tf'roqsoiq lmoTimumo mo enoqeoi an nToo 

value of their territorial properties, — the un- 

botallinKqmr bufifa vmt rtoworj oufftnein diib 

paralleled loyalty and patriotism of their in- 

ftoitiaropOB SflfTOi bnirfg owj onl 

habitants, - uor tlm ^ast afld une.vainjrled^a: 
provement they have lately made in British 

commerce, has been adequately appreciated ; 
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but, on the contrary, and whilst the inhabi- 

aomfomunnrn mo To gmbrigv 

tants ot Lurope, almost with one voice, extol 

^aiqrjrna if jo i< ’ 

our liberality, applaud our courage and mag- 
nanimity, and hail us as their protectors and 
delivers, these, the most valuable, the most 
improveable ot all ^r polonies have been left, 
m a considerable degree, to their own efforts, 
against a most inveterate enemy 
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Inat our North- American possessions are, 

•n point of true national advantage, in the 
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